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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
SAN fRANCISCO 
May 1, 1978 
Assemblyman Mike Roos 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Dear Mike: 
GEORGE R. MOSCONE 
I am pleased to support the major objectives of your bill, AB2979 . 
As Mayor of San Francisco I am acutely aware of the shortage of 
affordable housing for our low and moderate income residents. 
Your legislation is a commendable effort to provide a comprehen-
sive framework for cities and counties to increase the supply of 
housing for the low and moderate income families and individuals. 
This legislation recognizes that over the years local governments 
have developed policies and practices that have restricted the 
growth of housing for the poor and the minorities. We must work 
to remove these restrictions and expand the housing supply for 
this segment of our population. 
While I approve of legislation to provide state housing assistance 
programs to enable local governments to meet the demands of seniors 
and low income persons, I am also concerned that in reaching these 
goals we do not burden ourselves with rules and regulations that 
will frustrate our efforts. 
San Francisco has successfully participated in the Federal Housing 
and Community Development Program since its enactment by Congress. 
However, the Community Development Block Grant and the Housing 
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Assistance Plan are clearly insufficient to meet our housing and 
development needs. Therefore, I fully approve of the proposed 
"Housing Development Grants" which will parallel the Community 
Development Block Grant. I would strongly urge that this Grant 
afford maximum flexibility to local government in developing 
programs and establishing priorities. The circumstances in cities 
vary too much for the state to impose a rigid and complex set of 
criteria and guidelines as a condition for receiving and expending 
funds from the proposed grant. I also support the use of an 
approved Housing Assistance Plan (HAP) as constituting the local 
housing strategy instead of the general plan housing elements. 
The experiences in New York and other cit-ies with rent control has 
made it very clear that such measures are not a panacea, and that 
we must move with caution and deliberation. Those that call for 
rent control are responding to the more complex issue of demand 
and supply in the housing market. However, hastily prepared and 
enacted legislation at the local level could result in constricting 
the housing supply. Therefore, it seems perfectly reasonable for 
the state to establish guidelines for the enactment of local rent 
control legislation. Without such guidelines we run the risk of 
each locality adopting different legislation that will cause con-
fusion and serve as a disincentive for the housing market forces. 
The provisions of AB2979 is a good effort toward meeting this 
problem. 
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It is very obvious that no significant progress can be made in 
increosing the supply of housing unless there is an available 
supply of land for new construction. With an adequate amount of 
land available to local governments, the costs of housing can be 
considerably reduced. I therefore support the provisions for 
establishing a mechanism to expand the supply of land for housing 
development. 
I consider AB2979 to be a much needed comprehensive approach to 
the housing supply problem in California cities. I am all to 
familiar with the great patience and understanding that is required 
to enact such legislation, but I urge you not to shrink from the 
challenge. I hope you will not hesitate to call on me for advice 
and assistance. 
GRM:CLW:h 
cc: Peter Chacon 
Leo McCarthy 
Governor Edmund G. Brown 
